
 
                          October 2, 2012                                     
  
Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency Board
Attention: Cate Schneider, City Recorder
  
Re: Foothills Urban Renewal Plan Affordable Housing Options
  
Dear Mayor Hoffman:
  
 Housing Land Advocates is an Oregon non-profit organization whose mission is to 
support land use policies and practices which result in the development of affordable 
housing in sustainable communities. The purpose of this letter is to acknowledge the effort 
of the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency Board to include affordable housing in the 
discussion of the development of the Foothills area and to provide HLA’s support for 
Scenario 4 and 5 of the recommendations considered tonight.
  
  Scenario 4 and 5 include recommendations for a minimum of $6.5 million to $11.5 
million in funding for affordable housing in Foothillls with an estimated production of 150 
income restricted units.  These multifamily units represent a good first step in addressing 
the crises in affordable housing Lake Oswego is experiencing. However, the 150 rental units 
represent only 10% of the total projected multifamily units in Foothills and less than 1% of 
the total housing units in Lake Oswego itself. Clearly, the City needs to do more to address 
the affordability crises and the housing needs of the residents of the metropolitan area.
  
 Of significant concern to HLA is the impact the lack of income restricted housing in 
Lake Oswego. Failure to address the housing needs of the low and moderate households has 
a significant negative impact of this population to obtain and maintain housing in the City 
and may well have a disparate impact on women heads of households, minorities and those 
with disabilities.  Moreover, the absence of such housing implicates the City’s failure to 
comply with long standing affordable housing goals in the Metro Functional Plan.
  
 HLA recommends that the City add specific additional negotiated requirements for 
affordable housing contributions from the existing land owners in future development 
agreements, including the requirement to provide discounted prices for the purchase of 
land by nonprofit developers who would then be responsible to develop affordable rental 
housing. Taking this step would put the City on a path to meeting its obligation under 
Metro’s Functional Plan and fair housing laws.
  
Respectfully submitted:
  
  
Ellen Johnson
President
Housing Land Advocates
 

www.HousingLandAdvocates.org


