
	  
	  

1221 SW Yamhill Street, Portland, Oregon 97205 

 

Planning Commission 
City of Enterprise 
108 NE 1st Street 
Enterprise, OR 97828 
 
April 5, 2016 

 

Re: Proposed amendment to the Zoning Map from Multi-‐Family Residential (R-‐3) to Light 

Commercial (C-1) for 3.88 acres located at 1S 44E 35CA TL 400. 

 

Dear City of Enterprise Planning Commissioners: 

 

This letter is submitted jointly by Housing Land Advocates (HLA) and the Fair Housing Council of 

Oregon (FHCO).  Both HLA and FHCO are non-profit organizations that advocate for land use policies 

and practices that ensure an adequate and appropriate supply of affordable housing for all Oregonians.  

FHCO’s concerns relate to a jurisdiction’s obligation to affirmatively further fair housing.  Please 

include these comments in the record for the above-referenced proposed amendment. 

 

The staff report recommending the adoption of the proposed amendment does not analyze or mention 

the potential impact of the amendment on the City’s Statewide Planning Goal 10 (Goal 10) obligations.  

Goal 10 requires that “the availability of adequate numbers of needed housing units at price ranges and 

rent levels which are commensurate with the financial capabilities of Oregon households and allow for 

flexibility of housing location, type and density” shall be encouraged.  This conversion of Multi-Family 

Residential zoned land to Light Commercial certainly implicates Goal 10 because it removes 3.88 acres 

from the available housing supply.  Removing land from the available housing supply tends to increase 

the costs of housing and decreases the flexibility of housing type which could impact certain protected 

classes under the Fair Housing Act (Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act, amended in 1988). 

  

Finally, while the area surrounding the parcel at issue is increasingly associated with the hospital and 

medical care, R-3 zoning allows uses that serve both residential and medical purposes.  City staff found 

that a residential care facility is a conditional use under the R-3 designation. City of Enterprise Staff 
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Report, Re-Zone Application – Wallowa Valley Center for Wellness (Staff Report), 4 (March 24, 2016); 

See also, Enterprise City Code, Appendix I, Section 3.030(2)(L).  Such a development would both 

provide medical care and make use of the property’s proximity to the hospital while also serving a 

residential function. 

 

HLA and FHCO urge the Commission to delay adoption of the proposed amendment until the City 

undertakes an adequate analysis of the impact of the proposed amendment on the City’s Goal 10 

obligations and of its apparent negative impact on the availability of affordable housing under the City’s 

Goal 10 obligations.  Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Pursuant to ORS 197.615(4), please also provide written notice of your decision to, FHCO, c/o Louise 

Dix, at 1221 SW Yamhill Street, Portland, OR 97205 and HLA, c/o Jennifer Bragar, at 121 SW 

Morrison Street, 11th Floor, Portland, OR 97204. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Louise Dix        Jennifer Bragar 
AFFH Specialist       President 
Fair Housing Council of Oregon     Housing Land Advocates 
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