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June 4, 2015

By E-mail

Charles Lee

Deputy Associate Assistant Administrator for Environmental Justice

eistrate~V@epa.gov

Re: Comments on draft EJ 2020 Action Agenda framework

Dear Mr. Lee,

Housing Land Advocates (HLA) provides advocacy, education, technical assistance and

legal representation on land use matters affecting affordable housing.

Since our founding in 2004, we have worked with local governments, interest groups,

affordable housing providers, land use policy makers, and planners to ensure that state and

local housing obligations are being met.

Throughout all that we do, collaboration with other organizations has been a key

strategy. We know that the impacts of housing affordability reach far beyond the basic need for

shelter: Housing is tied to public health, racial equity, and environmental issues. Our work has

brought people together around common interests, creating a stronger voice for everyone.

HLA applauds the EPA's efforts to advance and integrate environmental justice from the

federal to local level. Undoubtedly, these efforts will positively impact environmentally

overburdened, underserved, and economically distressed communities.

Please consider the following comments to the draft EJ 2020 Action Agenda framework:

1. Include the private sector and non-profits in EPA's definition of partners.

As is, the EJ 2020 Action Agenda includes the private sector and non-profits as a resource

group but not as a group to engage for purposes of establishing best practices and new

strategies. HLA recognizes that the private sector and non-profits may already be represented

and engaged in EPA's process. However, HLA would like to point out that formally including all

stakeholders early in the process is a good way to ensure buy in to EPA's environmental justice

programs and initiatives.

2. Include more substance and guidance in the EJ 2020 Action Agenda.

The nature of strategy documents requires broad, overarching goals. To the extent

possible, HLA encourages the EPA to include more details, substance, and guidance in the EJ

Action Agenda. For instance, for each of the broad goals, the EPA could include illustrative

examples of actions that the EPA views as a means to accomplish the broader goal.



3. Improve communication regarding environmental justice to the community at large.

Regarding compliance and enforcement actions, the EPA plans to enhance communication

and transparency with affected communities and the public regarding environmental justice

concerns. HLA believes that this plan is very important. A communication strategy aimed at

the community at large, to the affected communities will allow other members of the

community to voice concerns on behalf of affected communities because oftentimes the

affected communities are underrepresented at the leadership and decision-making table.

Accordingly, expanding the communication target could bring more attention and support to an

environmental issue that impacts an environmentally overburdened, underserved, and

economically distressed community.

4. Include strategies that demonstrate community enhancement without displacement.

With regard to demonstrating progress on outcomes that matter to overburdened

communities, the EPA plans to show positive impacts of the EPA's work through community-

level results, such as revitalization and sustainability, partnerships and collaborative problem-

solving, and grass roots capacity building. It is important to show the positive impact, and

thereby the significance, of EPA's efforts to affected communities. HLA suggests that EPA also

include strategies to demonstrate the positive impacts of EPA's programs in affected

communities. The positive impacts should include overall enhancement or improvement

without displacement of long-time residents or disruption of the affected community's existing

social network.

We hope that these comments are helpful. Thank you for your efforts to advance

environmental justice and for the opportunity to comment.
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