
Housing Land Advocates 

July 22, 2014 

BY EMAIL AND MAIL 

Chair Warrix and LCDC Commissioners 
c/o Amie Abbott 
635 Capitol St., Suite 150 
Salem, OR 97301 

Re: DLCD Strategic Plan 

Dear Chair Warrix and Commissioners: 

Housing Land Advocates (HLA) is an advocacy organization dedicated to using land 
use planning and legal action to address affordable housing conditions in Oregon. 
We have reviewed the above proposal, and take this opportunity to express our 
concern that while HLA continues to support the state's land use program, it is 
disappointed with the lack of progress being made in the program's ability to 
address and plan for affordable housing. 

While there are mentions of housing in the strategic plan, particularly under Goal 2, 
these discussions are generic and unrelated to any measurable standard and 
represent the same approach ("We hope to deal with this problem someday.") that 
characterizes past state actions (or more precisely, inactions) leading nowhere. 

Goal 10 requires: 

Buildable lands for residential use shall be inventoried and plans shall 
encourage the availability of adequate numbers of needed housing 
units at price ranges and rent levels which are commensurate with 
the financial capabilities of Oregon households and allow for flexibility 
of housing location, type and density. 

Oregon was originally a leader in the affordable housing field through its housing 
legislation, the acknowledgment process that carried out Goal 10 and its rulemaking 
process (OAR 660, Divisions 007 and 008). Unfortunately, since the time of these 
groundbreaking efforts in the 1970s and 1980s, the zeal for affordable housing 
seems to have departed from the Commission and its staff. 

A viable land use program must protect those lands that have resource value. 
Oregon has done an admirable job in protecting farm, forest, coastal and other 
resource lands. Indeed, the urbanization goal has stressed the line between urban 



and rural uses to prevent land waste and provide for the rational provision of urban 
services and facilities, in addition to resource preservation values. But a land use 
program also deals with people, as well as land. Oregon has been mindful of the 
need for employment, commercial and industrial lands in urban areas. Affordable 
housing has been the orphan of the land use process. If Oregon aspires to a just land 
use program, as well as an economically efficient and environmentally conscious 
one, then it must set out affordable housing as a distinct goal with a measurable end 
state. 

We anticipate that HUD will adopt an administrative rule, which is now called 
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) that will require uniform statistics, 
the listing of obstacles to fair housing, and a process for overcoming those obstacles. 
The AFFH rule will require the kind of consideration of affordable housing that we 
advocate here in any event. It is far better for the State to get in front of the curve 
and do more than make pious pronouncements of the vague statement of the need 
to do something about affordable housing. 

HLA urges the Commission to list affordable housing as a principal component of its 
strategic plan and to provide measurable outcomes that it will meet. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

~\3 
Jennifer Bragar ~ 
HLA Board President 
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