
Housing Land Advocates 

VIA EMAIL 

April 28, 2015 

Mr. Val Valfre 
Housing Authority of Washington County 
111 NE Lincoln Street, Suite 200-L, MS 63 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 

Re: Comments on proposed amendments to HB 2198 

Dear Mr. Valfre, 

Housing Land Advocates is a non-profit organization dedicated to advancing the cause of 
fair and affordable housing through intelligent land use planning. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide constructive feedback on this important bill. 
The Affordable Family Housing Development Program will be very important in addressing the 
critical housing needs of low-income families with children. We believe this program can be 
instrumental in assisting the State, the Council and OHCS in complying with fair housing laws as 
well as meeting their obligation to affinnatively further fair housing. However, we recommend 
that the committee consider the following concerns and questions with regards to the proposed 
amendments to the bill. 

I. The language of the bill fails to account for the disparate housing needs of the very 
diverse kinds of families with children. 

As written, the language of the bill promotes a "one size fits all" approach to housing 
these diverse kinds of families. This puts the program in the position of violating fair housing 
laws, as well as the State's obligation to affirmatively further fair housing. The housing needs of 
some protected class families will be more expensive than others. Prioritization of the lowest 
cost units will produce units that may not be available to some protected class families. 

Families with children are not a monolithic group or homogenous population. Although 
families with children are a protected class under the fair housing laws, subtypes of families with 
children are also protected classes. For example Hispanic families, especially in more rural areas, 
tend to have larger families. Housing policy that promotes the most units for the investment 
would fail to address the need for larger bedroom sizes that meet the housing need for this 
protected class because smaller units (fewer bedrooms) will be less expensive to build. Similarly, 
any formula or preference that promotes the absolute number of units to be developed, acquired 
or rehabilitated will exclude families who have a household member with a physical disability 
because accessibility features (within the premises or the unit it) can be more expensive. 



Recommendations 

1. Clarify that the purpose of the Affordable Family Housing Development Program 
is to provide or rehabilitate family units that meet the needs of all families with children with 
incomes at 60% MFI or lower. 

2. In Section 5(a)(A) clarify that preference will be given to applicants with projects 
that, within a particular jurisdiction, provide the greatest number of affordable housing units that 
a) address a need defined by bedroom size; orb) accessibility status for the amount of the grant 
allowed. 

3. In order to determine the "greatest need for affordable housing" (Section 6(a)) 
direct OHCS to determine the need for affordable family units within a jurisdiction by the 
number of bedrooms by race, ethnicity and disability status. In many cases, referring to the 
appropriate jurisdiction' s Analysis of Impediments or Consolidated Plan can do this. 

4. In Section 6(a)(B), insert clarifying language that this parameter will not result in 
the development or acquisition of family units under this program in concentrated areas of 
poverty. 

5. In Section 6(a)(C) insert clarifying language that the "available affordable 
housing supply" for the purpose of this program will not include affordable housing that is 
otherwise restricted or not available to families with children by virtue of restrictions based upon 
age, disability status or bedroom size. 

6. In Section 7(a), include persons with disabilities in the definition of "traditionally 
underserved communities". 

II. We are concerned that the implementation of this program will be a barrier to projects 
located in rural areas where the market rent is often at the Low-Income Tax Credit rent 
level. 

Notwithstanding this private market rent level, many low-income families with children 
in these areas are not able to obtain or maintain a rental unit because they cannot afford the rent 
or have an unstable form of employment. 

Recommendation 

1. We urge the Council and OHCS to develop regulations and policies that do not 
prevent such rural areas from receiving the benefit of this program. 
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III. We appreciate OHCS ' s position to advise and assist other state agencies and 
governmental bodies regarding all programs designed or tending to fulfill the purposes of 
ORS 456.548-456.725. 

However, there is no obligation of other state agencies or governmental bodies to 
cooperate with OHCS in the implementation of this program or others under Chapter 456. 

Recommendation 

1. Work to put into place a reciprocal obligation of all state agencies and 
governmental bodies to work with OHCS and the Council to fulfil the objectives and purposes of 
this program. 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments and recommendations. Please feel 
free to include this letter in other comments you are submitting in regards to HB 2198. 
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