
Housing Land Advocates 
June 12, 2014 

BY EMAIL 

Metro Council President Tom Hughes 
Councilor Shirley Craddick, District 1 
Councilor Carlotta Collette, District 2 
Councilor Craig Dirksen, District 3 
Councilor Kathryn Harrington, District 4 
Councilor Sam Chase, District 5 
Councilor Bob Stacey, District 6 
600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232 

RE: Councilor Chase Amendment to the FY 2014-14 Budget Dated June 6, 2014 Titled 
Metro Workforce Housing Implementation 

Dear Metro Councilors: 

The Housing Land Advocates (HLA) is an advocacy organization dedicated to using land use 
planning and legal action to address affordable housing conditions in Oregon. We have reviewed 
the above-titled budget amendment, and take this opportunity to express our concern that while 
HLA supports the intent of the amendment, the two-year workplan for workforce housing 
analyses proposed by Councilor Chase will not achieve the measurable gains in affordable 
housing that are needed by our community - gains that are needed today by constituents. I write 
to you on behalf of our board to urge you to forgo further workgroup studies in favor of setting 
timelines and benchmarks for achieving increases in affordable housing stock and reductions in 
homelessness in the Metro region. To that end, we address each proposal/objective in turn: 

• Objective 1 acknowledges that much time, money, and efforts have been spent 
developing the tools and data for workforce housing development. While city and county 
codes and permitting programs could undoubtedly be updated or streamlined to facilitate 
greater efficiency in housing developments, the recent and rapid proliferation of 
multifamily and condo buildings in the Metro region is evidence that these codes are not 
a significant existing barrier to housing development. SDC waivers will be impractical 
for local governments that cannot afford to bear the loss of programmatic fees, and such 
waivers will only serve to transfer the burden to other areas - a proposal that is unlikely 
to gamer across-the-board support. However, a supplemental fund may be helpful to fill 
such a gap, or an authorization to factor in some part of the waived charges when 
formulating SDC rates may be a prudent alternative. 

• Objective 2 would prioritize workforce housing development in those peripheral areas 
that already sustain a disparate portion of the Metro ' s low-cost housing stock or have 
limited transit and accessibility options, and target state agencies for improvements 
instead of furthering incentives and improvements where they are needed at the local 
level. HLA does not see LUBA/LCDC timelines as a primary impediment to the 
maintenance and development of affordable housing but rather the lack of local and 



regional impetus to address housing inequity on a concrete basis. We note that an 
expedited UGB expansion proposal similar to the one proposed by Councilor Chase was 
introduced a few years ago, but did not garner sufficient support to be viewed as 
practicable. HLA believes that further resources spent to revive this proposal would also 
not be fruitful. 

• Objective 3 is an important part of an overall strategy to address entrenched barriers to 
affordable housing, but HLA believes that such a strategy should place greater emphasis 
on more immediate analysis and results. To that end, we prefer to support the revised 
proposal offered by 1000 Friends of Oregon and accompanying six-month timeframe for 
action, and urge Metro to undertake the data acquisition efforts necessary to inform a 
comprehensive plan that can tackle housing equity issues on a timeline that matters. 

• We also are concerned that Metro does not choose to gather data to assess the depth of 
the affordable housing problem in the region - data dealing with income status, race and 
ethnicity. We believe such data is required and that this requirement will be strengthened 
by the federal government in the near future. This is the area that Metro must be 
concerned, rather than paper shuffling that produces no housing. 

Thank you very much for your service at Metro. As always, HLA is more than willing to offer 
any assistance it can in ongoing conversations about how the region can work together toward 
greater housing choice and opportunity. 
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Sincerely, 

Jennifer Bra gar 
HLA President 

www.HousinglandAdvocates.org 


