
 

 

November 29, 2011 
 
City of Portland, et al. 
Planning and Sustainability Commission 
1900 SW 4th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97201-5380 
 
Re: Comments on Portland Plan  
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 
The Housing Land Advocates (“HLA”) is an advocacy organization dedicated to using 
land use planning and the law to address affordable housing conditions in Oregon.  This 
letter provides HLA’s comments on the City of Portland’s proposed draft Portland Plan 
(“draft Plan”).   
 
We believe the draft Plan fails to set out sufficiently definite strategies to meet the City of 
Portland’s affordable housing needs and statutory guidelines. Oregon’s Statewide 
Planning Goal 10 includes specific planning elements that include, at a minimum, a 
comparison of the distribution of the existing population by income with the distribution 
of available housing units by cost, and allowance for a variety of densities and types of 
residences in each community. OAR 660-015-0000(10).  HLA urges the City of Portland 
to supplement the draft Plan with more specific affordable housing strategies, by 
referencing locations, types and densities of housing, population distributions, deadlines, 
and designing accountability processes to record whether affordable housing goals are 
being met. 
 
 
2035 Objectives 
Although affordable housing is mentioned under the draft Plan’s 2035 Objectives in Goal 
7, the “actions” enumerated in the 5-Year Action Plan are too general to afford adequate 
guidance.  (draft Plan at 35 and 52).  For example, while we encourage the city to 
“Increase affordable housing supply” and to “Remove barriers to affordable housing,” 
(draft Plan at 53), those “Actions” as defined do not provide any specific guidance to 
achieving meaningful outcomes to increase affordable housing supply.  The goal of 
increased housing supply, for example, could designate specific areas or properties to be 
developed for affordable housing, and include a timeline and reference to a dedicated 
funding source. 
 
Vibrant Neighborhood Hubs 
Low-income residents deserve equal and fair access to community resources and 
amenities.  However, while “quality, affordable housing” is listed as an element of 
“Vibrant Neighborhood Hubs” alongside other access points, we believe that affordable 



 

 

housing deserves more consideration and detailed planning than “affordable food.” (draft 
Plan at 66-67). 
 
 
Healthy, Connected City 
The draft Plan needs more details on developing strategies for residential displacement 
resulting from gentrification of neighborhoods, with accountability to ensure that the 
strategies will be developed and implemented.  (draft Plan at 79). 
 
 
Prioritizing Accessible Housing 
We believe that the draft Plan does not adequately prioritize accessible housing 
opportunities.  The strategy so far has been to rely upon infill to meet the increased need 
for housing opportunities. However, this results in maximizing the number of units to the 
detriment of accessibility. So, the City, in effect, is providing a direct benefit to the able 
bodied by increasing housing opportunities in transit rich areas while effectively 
eliminating such opportunities for those who need accessibility in housing and access to 
transit in order to live somewhere. 
 
Secondly, the policies so far have resulted in the segregation of housing opportunities for 
people with mobility issues. Relegated to the outer edges of the suburbs where most of 
the "affordable" and lower cost housing is located, these housing units lack the access to 
transit that would allow persons with limited mobility equal opportunities to access 
resources as persons within the inner city. 
 
The draft Plan should be revised by adding a specific policy prioritizing accessible 
housing over an undifferentiated increased density policy, as well as a desegregation 
policy that results in an equitable distribution of housing opportunities for people with 
disabilities.  In addition, the City could develop a policy that provided waiving property 
taxes for accessible housing--both single family, condos as well as multifamily. The 
City’s current policy allows a developer to get a 10-year property tax waiver if it included 
a community room within its development. Narrowing this list to include 3 instead of 10 
criteria (including accessibility) would achieve the goal of prioritizing accessibility and 
increasing the number of accessible housing units. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
When it comes to access to affordable housing and basic neighborhood amenities in areas 
serving low income communities members, the draft Plan is filled with popular bromides 
acting as lip service to the needs of low income communities.  We encourage the City of 
Portland to revise the draft Plan to more proactively plan for affordable housing with 
specific strategies to build equitable neighborhoods.  Thank you for your consideration. 
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Sincerely, 
 

   Jenny Logan, Board Member, for 
Ellen Johnson, President 
Housing Land Advocates  

 


