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February 26, 2014 
 
Metro Council President Tom Hughes 
Councilor Shirley Craddick, District 1 
Councilor Carlotta Collette, District 2 
Councilor Craig Dirksen, District 3 

Councilor Kathryn Harrington, District 4 
Councilor Sam Chase, District 5 
Councilor Bob Stacey, District 6

600 NE Grand Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232 
 
Dear Metro Councilors: 

I write to you on behalf of the undersigned organizations to urge you to put regional housing 
choice on your agenda for action in the coming year.  

Access to safe, decent, affordable workforce housing is a key foundation for health, education, 
job creation and economic development. Providing a range of housing choices near 
employment and transit opportunities helps provide a stable workforce and healthy 
communities. In particular: 

 We know that housing is a key social determinant of health and success in school and life. 

 We need to increase access to housing for those not well-served by the private market, 
including workers, veterans, people of color, seniors, people with disabilities, and children.  

 The need for affordable housing far exceeds supply, across the entire continuum from 
homelessness to rental housing to homeownership. A recent study by the Harvard Joint 
Center for Housing Studies underscores that “significant erosion in renter incomes over the 
past decade has pushed the number of households paying excessive shares of income for 
housing to record levels. Assistance efforts have failed to keep pace with this escalating need, 
undermining the nation’s longstanding goal of ensuring decent and affordable housing for 
all.” 

Much work has already been done in our region to explore strategies to increase housing 
opportunity. In April 2006, Metro Council accepted the recommendations of its regional 
Housing Choice Task Force (see attached report summary).  Metro Council then adopted 
Resolution 06-3677B (attached), which directed staff to take multiple specific steps for 
implementation.  

We ask that Metro once again take up affordable workforce housing as a key regional issue 
and revisit the Housing Choice Task Force’s recommendations and Council’s directives for 
action.  

  

http://news.oregonmetro.gov/6/
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=383
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=2678
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=400
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=382
http://www.oregonmetro.gov/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=189
http://news.oregonmetro.gov/8/
http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/jchs.harvard.edu/files/jchs_americas_rental_housing_2013_1_0.pdf


  

 

In 2010 and 2011, Metro worked with multiple partners to apply for HUD Sustainable 
Communities grants, which would have facilitated discussions of these issues. Although those 
applications were not successful, the broad stakeholder collaboration on the proposals 
underscored continuing interest in regional housing strategies.   

We are excited to see Metro’s new Equity Strategy Program taking shape – and we commend 
Council for embracing this initiative. However, given the urgency of the need for workforce 
housing options, the time that has passed since the Housing Choice Task Force’s 
recommendations, and the reality that the Equity Strategy Advisory Committee will not 
complete its action plan until 2015 – we believe that now is the time to renew the effort to 
explore and pursue the Housing Choice Task Force recommendations.  

Thank you very much for your service at Metro. We look forward to attending an upcoming 
Council meeting to testify on this topic, and hope that we can be of assistance in ongoing 
conversations about how we and stakeholders throughout the region can work together 
toward greater housing choice and opportunity.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

John Miller 
Executive Director 
Oregon Opportunity Network 

On behalf of our 26 member organizations in the metro region: 

Bienestar 
CASA of Oregon 
Cascadia Behavioral Healthcare 
Catholic Charities 
Central City Concern 
Community Housing Fund 
Community Partners for 
Affordable Housing (CPAH) 
Downtown Community Housing 
Enterprise Community Partners 
Habitat for Humanity of Oregon 

Habitat for Humanity 
Portland/Metro East 
Hacienda CDC 
Home Forward 
Housing Authority of Clackamas 
County 
Housing Authority of 
Washington County 
Housing Development Center 
Human Solutions, Inc. 
Innovative Housing, Inc. 

NAYA Family Center 
NOAH (Network for Oregon 
Affordable Housing) 
Northwest Housing Alternatives 
Portland Community 
Reinvestment Initiatives (PCRI) 
Portland Housing Center 
Proud Ground 
REACH Community 
Development 
ROSE Community Development 

 

Along with the following partner organizations: 

 

 

 


