
Housing Land Advocates 

December 10, 2014 

Commissioner Saltzman 
1221 SW 4th Avenue, Room 230 
Portland , Oregon 97204 

RE: URA Amendments 

Dear Commissioner Saltzman, 

Housing Land Advocates (HLA) is a non-profit organization that advocates for 
land use policies and practices that ensure an adequate and appropriate supply of 
affordable housing for all Oregonians. 

HLA has been following the urban renewal amendment package that will go to 
Council for action on December 17, 2014. In particular, HLA is interested in the impacts 
that the amendments will have on tax increment financing set-aside policies in the urban 
renewal areas, the definition of "affordable housing ," and the goals for number of 
affordable housing units. 

As you know, the set-aside policies allocate 30% of tax increment financing in an 
urban renewal area to affordable housing production . We have not found any reports 
related to the impact that the urban renewal amendments may have on this affordable 
housing tool. At your earliest convenience, please provide information regarding the 
future of this tool. 

With regard to the definition of "affordable housing ," HLA understands that the 
Portland Housing Bureau (PHB) recommends that the definition of "affordable housing" 
be redefined as affordable to households with 0-60% MFI. While we believe that the 
reason ing behind this new definition is to consolidate resources, we have not found an 
analysis that clearly explains the purpose of this new definition. PHB materials seem to 
suggest that a greater number of tools and resources (including private sector 
resources) are available for housing affordable to households with 61 % and higher MFI. 
At your earliest convenience, please provide information clarifying the need to redefine 
"affordable housing ." 

Recently, the Oregonian reported that PHB recommends a decrease in the 
number of affordable housing units. The reasons cited for the recommended decrease 
were lofty original goals and the reality of available resources. After taking a closer look 
at PHB's recommendations, HLA notes that overall it appears that there would be an 
increase in affordable housing units (333 additional units). The vast majority of these 
units will be affordable to households with 61-120% MFI. Whereas, the number of units 
affordable to very low income households (0-30% MFI) will be decreased from the 
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original goal (94 less units). Based on information recently provided by PHB staff, HLA 
now understands that PHB is altering its recommendations in order to adhere to the 
original goals. HLA supports adherence to the original housing goals. At your earliest 
convenience, please provide HLA with a copy of the revised PHB recommendations. 

Finally, HLA applauds your efforts to account for the reality of affordable housing 
in the City of Portland by directing the PHB to create an annual Housing Report for 
Council. Please add HLA to the list of interested parties related to any updates on the 
status and availability of the Housing Report for Council. Thank you. 

cc: Javier Mena (by e-mail) 
Rebekah Dohrman, HLA Board Member (by e-mail) 
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