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November 13, 2012 

Planning and Sustainability Commissioners: 

Housing Land Advocates, a nonprofit organization, encourages land use policies supporting 
affordable housing and the development of sustainable communities. Our organization strongly 
supports Portland's policy of letting the market determine the amount of on-site parking for new 
buildings near transit. By allowing developments with less parking, this policy reduces the costs 
of housing, diversifies the housing available in existing neighborhoods, and encourages the use 
of active transportation and public transit.  

We commend the city for encouraging housing that has less parking and, consequently, lower 
prices. Reducing or eliminating parking requirements increases the amount of housing built and 
lowers its price, a fact clearly demonstrated by studies from other U.S. cities and by modeling 
recently done for Portland. The beneficiaries of this policy are current and future Portlanders 
who desire reasonably-priced apartments in existing city neighborhoods. 

At the same time, existing residents of Portland neighborhoods raise valid concerns about how 
new development may decrease their access to free parking on the street. Managing this limited 
resource with a permit system for all residents is one solution. Developers who forgo parking 
could also be required to provide facilities for other transportation options—car sharing spaces, 
transit shelters, or secure bike parking. 

To insure that new housing will be accessible to people with mobility impairments, HLA 
believes city parking policy should also consider their transportation needs. To that end, HLA 
recommends formalizing and extending PBOT’s current policy of creating curbside spaces for 
vehicles with disabled parking permits, when adjacent property owners request it. This step 
would help make sure these sites have universal access. 

Portland’s wonderful residential neighborhoods should be available to all types of citizens: 
young and old, able-bodied and disabled, renters and owners, those who own cars and those who 
do not. HLA commends the City for engaging in a discussion of how to equitably distribute 
housing opportunities. We support the principle of full access to housing for all citizens in 
transit-rich areas. 

Respectfully, 

Board of Directors,  

Housing Land Advocates	  


