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Local and regional planning efforts are essential for making communities better for 
everyone. Community input in local and regional decision-making creates buy-in for 
regional plans and implementation. The Sustainable Community Strategy within the 
Regional Transportation Plan presents an exciting opportunity to create better 
communities across California. 
 
This Opportunity Platform outlines a vision for creating communities of opportunity 
throughout California.  
 
VISION 
Every region in California will provide all Californians with a choice of homes and 
transportation options they can afford. This will be accomplished by creating and 
supporting communities that meaningfully engage all residents, enable people to live 
near where they work, increase access to affordable home and transportation choices, 
and give everyone access to healthy, vibrant neighborhoods. 
 
GOALS 
We can achieve this vision by meeting the following goals: 
 
1. Meaningfully engage low-income and minority populations in public participation at the 
local and regional level. 
 
2. Preserve and create mixed-income neighborhoods with a range of housing options 
where residents pay 30% or less of their income on rent or a mortgage. 
 
3. Ensure that workers of all income levels can choose to live close to their jobs. 
 
4. Create and strengthen our communities with affordable home options near grocery 
stores, parks, jobs, healthcare, quality schools, and other services. 
 
5. Create convenient, efficient, and affordable transportation options for more people.  
 
We will work with you to create and strengthen California's communities. We encourage 
you to incorporate this platform's ideas into your region's Sustainable Communities 
Strategy and to use it as a larger vision for creating healthy and economically 
competitive communities for all Californians. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
STRATEGIES FOR OBTAINING EACH GOAL  
 

Goal 1: Meaningfully engage low-income and minority populations in public 
participation at the local and regional level. 
 
Public participation should go beyond the minimum requirements and seek to empower 
all community residents. Public processes should focus on empowering low-income 
communities and communities of color by including all residents and ensuring residents' 
sustained participation in regional and local decision-making processes. In addition to a 
broad outreach strategy, public outreach should convey the impact of the Sustainable 
Communities Strategy on people’s daily lives. This clarity will foster sustained interest 
and create more community buy-in. 
 
Below are strategies that can improve local and regional public participation processes.  
 
Strategies: 
 

• Host effective public meetings. 
o Hold meetings at times (such as nights and weekends) and places that 

make it convenient for community residents to participate. For example, 
consider residents' work hours, transit availability, and child-care needs. 

o Hold meetings in locations that are accessible to people with special 
needs, including facilities with wheelchair access 

o Host events in low-income communities and communities of color. 
o Conduct outreach sessions in multiple languages based on community 

needs. 
o Reach out to respected community institutions to host public meetings 

and recruit participants.  
o Use social media, including Facebook and Twitter, to advertise events 

and solicit feedback for your work. 
 

• Utilize an array of participatory research methods. 
o Use interactive mapping at public meetings to show participants how 

land-use and transportation decisions can shape future growth in their 
community. 

o Offer workshops on "citizen planning" and leadership training. These 
workshops require a substantial commitment by participants, but create 
shared learning opportunities that empower residents to make informed 
decisions when shaping their communities. 

o Form ongoing advisory committees to address the needs of particular 
interest groups (for example immigrant communities or the elderly). 
 

• Provide transparent data. 
o Clearly outline data sources and reasoning behind public decisions, and 

highlight resident input in final products. 
o Use accessible language in planning documents, so they are easy for 

everyone to understand. 
 



 

Goal 2: Preserve and create mixed-income neighborhoods with a range of 
housing options, where residents pay 30% or less of their income on rent 
or a mortgage. 
 
Mixed-income communities have a range of housing options and economic opportunities 
for people of all income levels. In order to create and preserve these communities, land-
use policies that restrict the supply of developable land should also include policies that 
create permanently affordable places to live. 
 
To ensure that a range of housing options are available to people of all income levels, 
local and regional governments can use a variety of the following strategies.  
 
Strategies: 
 

• Adopt new and improve existing mixed-income ordinances. 
Mixed-income ordinances are a powerful strategy to ensure that affordable 
homes are built in opportunity-rich areas. 

o Use the increased land value from up-zoned properties to offset 
development costs for affordable homes. 

 

• Alter zoning codes to allow a greater variety of housing types. 
Current zoning often restricts the number of housing types allowed by right.  

o Create more-flexible zoning codes, which, in turn, will create a greater 
range of housing options for people of all incomes. 

o Create zoning overlays with incentives for affordable homes. Overlay 
districts can supplement outdated zoning codes by rewarding projects 
that include affordable homes with density bonuses or other incentives. 

 

• Monitor projects that receive California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
exemptions to measure projects’ impact on the supply of affordable 
homes. 
 

• Preserve affordable homes that are at risk. 
Many affordable homes are guaranteed to remain affordable for a particular 
amount of time.  

o Take inventory of affordable homes in your region and create a housing 
preservation plan. 

 

• Utilize transferable development rights programs. 
Transferable development rights allow for increased housing supply in exchange 
for preserving open space.  

 

• Create community land trusts and housing trust funds. 
Community land trusts are nonprofit organizations that serve low-income 
populations not served by the housing market. They separate ownership of the 
land from the housing, protecting residents from fluctuations in the housing 
market.  
 
Housing trust funds create a stable source of funding available to affordable-
home builders. These builders combine trust fund dollars with up to a dozen 



 

other sources of funding (including millions in private investment) to make 
affordable-home construction financially feasible.  

 

• Replace affordable homes for displaced residents, and provide protections 
for tenants from being displaced. 

o Preserving affordable places to live is critical to the health of mixed-
income communities 

 

Goal 3: Ensure that workers of all income levels can choose to live close to 
their jobs.  
 
Workers of all income levels should have the opportunity to live near their jobs, in homes 
they can afford. "Jobs-housing fit" is the extent to which housing prices match residents' 
income levels and vice versa. Communities with a good jobs-housing fit enjoy reduced 
traffic, improved air quality, and more vibrant communities. 
 
The following strategies outline how to incorporate the concept of jobs-housing fit into 
local and regional plans.  
 
Strategies 
 

• Demonstrate how different regional and local land-use options can 
positively impact the regional and local jobs-housing fit. 

o Identify and advocate for land-use scenarios that create a good "fit" 
between incomes, home prices, and rents for everyone. 

 

• Enact regional and local ordinances that enable people of all income levels 
to live close to their jobs.  

o Ordinances can include employer-assisted housing programs and mixed-
income zoning. 

 

• Support economic development in areas that have a wealth of housing 
stock, including rural areas.  

o Promote job creation closer to where people can afford to live. This will 
reduce traffic, improve air quality, and create more vibrant communities. 

 

• Approve an array of home developments near major urban and rural job 
centers. 

o Enable zoning that allows more affordable homes to be built in job 
centers.  

 

Goal 4: Create and strengthen our communities with affordable home 
options near grocery stores, parks, jobs, healthcare, quality schools, and 
other services.  
 
Everyone should have the choice to live in a neighborhood that is full of opportunity. 
Neighborhoods of opportunity offer a mix of businesses and services that we use 
everyday, all within walking distance, a short bus ride, or drive. Affordable homes are in 
short supply in many opportunity-rich neighborhoods, while many other neighborhoods 



 

lack basic amenities, such as grocery stores. Below are strategies for creating 
neighborhoods of opportunity. 
 
Strategies 

 

• Encourage development within existing areas.  
Adding new housing and businesses to existing developed areas creates more 
pedestrian-friendly communities. 
 

• Keep local dollars local. 
o Attract more retail and service opportunities to under-served communities 

by educating businesses on the buying power of low-income residents. 
 

• Identify neighborhoods with a large supply of homes, but without adequate 
community services, and target resources to increase the services and 
amenities offered.  

o Create access to new parks, pedestrian-friendly streets, and bike lanes to 
encourage physical activity. 

o Increase the availability of healthy foods by encouraging grocery stores to 
locate in underserved areas, corner stores to carry fresh foods, and 
farmers to establish farmers markets or farm stands. 

 

Goal 5: Create convenient, efficient, and affordable transportation options 
for more people.  
 
Housing and transportation costs eat up nearly 50% of most household budgets. With 
gas prices sure to rise again, people need access to more affordable transportation 
choices.  
 
Creating more opportunities for people to live near their jobs, as well as a mix of 
affordable transportation options, will reduce their combined housing and transportation 
costs and give people more choices when they travel. Transportation choices should 
include buses, Paratransit, vanpools, trolleys, streetcars, light rail, cars, subways, 
pedestrian-friendly streets, and bike lanes. 
 
Strategies 
 

• Make more streets safe and comfortable for walking and biking.  
Bicycling, walking, and taking transit are more affordable and, in city 
neighborhoods, often faster ways to get around. To foster this, all neighborhoods 
should have safe streets and sidewalks that are comfortable for people of all 
ages and abilities. 

 

• Create and sustain funding for a range of transportation choices. 
The lion's share of transportation funds are dedicated to automobile travel, which 
is hard on both government and household budgets.  

o Advocate at the federal, state, regional, and local level for operating 
support for transportation projects. 

 



 

• Support more affordable homes to be built near convenient, efficient, and 
affordable transportation options. 
Preserving and building new affordable homes near transit will reduce residents'  
housing and transportation costs, freeing up more income to patronize local 
businesses.  

 
 
 
Resources  
 
Public Participation 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 2009 Public Participation Plan 

http://www.sacog.org/involved/PPP_2009.pdf  
Next American City “Free Web Apps 2.0 for Cities” http://americancity.org/columns/entry/2230/  

PolicyLink- Community Mapping 

http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5136917/k.AB67/Community_Mapping.htm  

City of Sacramento Citizen Planner Workshops http://www.cityofsacramento.org/dsd/meetings/brown-

bag/index.cfm  

Bay Area Social Equity Caucus—A model for sustained engagement http://urbanhabitat.org/sec  

Public Advocates: How to Strengthen a Public Participation Plan 

http://www.publicadvocates.org/news/documents/Transit/Coalition_Response_to_BART_PPP_51310.pdf  

 
Housing Strategies 
California Coalition for Rural Housing -- Inclusionary Zoning 

http://www.calruralhousing.org/programs/inclusionary-housing  

PolicyLink's Equitable Development Tool Kit 

http://www.policylink.org/site/c.lkIXLbMNJrE/b.5136575/k.39A1/Equitable_Development_Toolkit.htm  

Greenbelt Alliance description of Transferable Development Rights 

http://www.greenbelt.org/downloads/resources/report_smartinfill.pdf pg. 31 

 
Healthy Communities 
SACOG's Rural Urban Connection http://www.sacog.org/rucs/ 
 

Housing and Transportation Costs 
Center for Neighborhood Technology's Housing+Transportation Cost Index http://htaindex.cnt.org/  


