
 

December 17, 2003 

 

 

 

Hon. Vera Katz and Members of the 

 Portland City Council 

1220 SW Fifth Ave. 

Portland, Or. 97204 

 

 

Dear Mayor Katz and Council Members: 

 

 I have been working with OALUAH, the Oregon Alliance for Land Use and Affordable 

Housing, people who are interested in assuring the provision of affordable housing throughout 

the state.  We became aware only last Friday of the City's draft response to Metro's request that 

local governments undertake reports on how they were approaching this issue.  We would like to 

comment on that report. 

 

 We believe the City of Portland has made the best effort in the region on the critical issue 

of affordable housing and we compliment the Council and its staff for that effort.  Having said 

that, we note that Metro's threshold was not very high, as it sought to deal with only 10% of the 

affordable housing need for the Portland region. The fact that many other cities and counties did 

far less than the City of Portland only serves to underscore the need for a better and more 

concerted regional effort to make more affordable housing available.  We also wish that we 

could have participated further in the HCDC evaluation, but were unaware of its existence until 

late last week.  We expect to participate in future evaluations to assist in realizing this goal. 

  

 The Portland Planning Commission recently undertook an evaluation of the City's plan.  

We think some of the ideas that came out of the affordable housing analysis now before the 

Council should have been included in that evaluation, which, we believe, would lead to 

additional amendments to that plan, as well as the City's land use regulations in order to foster 

such housing.   

 

 In particular, there is a case to be made that the cost and extent of the City's regulation of 

housing may require re-evaluation under ORS 197.307(3) and (6), which require that cities 

attach only clear and objective approval standards or special conditions to “needed housing,” 

which includes most housing in the City outside the Central City Plan or Metro regional centers.  

These statutes also provide that approval standards and procedures and special conditions 

attached to needed housing not, of themselves or cumulatively, discourage needed housing 

through unreasonable cost or delay.   

 

 The City's staff has worked hard to suggest changes in city policies to make additional 

affordable housing a reality.  We look forward to undertaking this work and translating it into 

action.  Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Edward J. Sullivan 


