
 

 

June 10, 2004 

 

 

Mayor Vera Katz 

1221 SW Fourth Ave, Suite 340 

Portland, OR  97204 

 

 

Dear Mayor Katz, 

 

 We are troubled by the possibility of losing funds dedicated to affordable housing 

to cover the arbitration settlement with the Police Bureau.  The Oregon Alliance for Land 

Use and Affordable Housing (OALUAH) believes that investing the $11 million 

promised in affordable housing is crucial to start addressing the current affordable 

housing crisis.  As you are well aware, not only our city but the entire region has 

experienced sharp increases in the cost of housing, seriously eroding the purchasing 

power of our most vulnerable residents, forcing many to cut spending on essential items 

such as food, energy, medicine, family time, and for some, most drastically, to face 

homelessness.  

 

 We repeat our thanks for putting $11 million in the budget for affordable housing.  

It shows that you understand the magnitude of the problem and are willing to do 

something about it.  We understand the pressure to find money to cover the arbitration, 

especially in these times of decreased revenues and increased need. However, we just do 

not understand the logic of using these particular funds to pay for the settlement.  Don't 

let this settlement fall on the shoulders of our lowest incomes neighbors.  That is not 

right. 

 

 The $11 million is already a compromise from the $30 million we need for 

affordable housing for the coming year.  Additionally, if we lose even part of this 

funding, the City will face a loss of credibility with regional leaders which will seriously 

diminish the efforts of the Blue Ribbon Committee.  

 

 Let's keep the full $11 million intact and use it as a building block to start solving 

the affordable housing crisis, which threatens to seriously erode the quality of life of our 

beloved city.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

The Oregon Alliance for Land Use and 

Affordable Housing (OALUAH) 

 

Cc: City Commissioners 

 City Auditor 

 Committee Members 
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